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A COLUMN BY TED  pAULS

In helated letters of comment to Xipple #26, no
less than three readers commented that this in-
stallment of Quotes & llotes would undoubtedly
begin with a long article on the recent Supremc
Court decision banning a short prayer from usc
in the schools of New York. As it happens, thic
article was scheduled to appear in the latter
portion of the colunn. Lver sympathetic to the
requests of even a minute segment of my enor-
mous following, I immediately issued orders for
the revamping of the ‘format. "Tear out the
front pagel!" I screamed, bringing the wheels of
progress to a halt. "Stand by for a sheciall™®
A11 of this shouting frightened my dog, who was
the only other crzature in the house at the
time, but eventually the gargantuan task of
changing the format was completed. In troesh,
this gargantuan task consisted entirely of re-
rmoving' the article on the decision from the
middle of the stack and replacing it on top;
but the feeling was the sare as if I had jus%
ordered the latest issue of Time recalled two
hours -after it had been sent out tc subscrib-
ers.

It probably wasn't worth it, anyway, for ny o-
pinion on the matter is--perhaps surprisingly--
one of indifference. The only immediate obser-
vation which occurs to me as a result of the
Supreme Court decision is that Justice Black
has now taken his place in history along with
Ted White and other legandary quibblers. In the
improbable event that any reader dwells so deep
in the boondocits as to be unaware of the nature
of the aforementioned Court decision, perhaps I
should explaiins: The prayer in question was
wrivten and authorized by the Board of Regents
of the Ilew York public school system, and it is
recited voluntarily during the opening exer-
cises of each class., The prayer was deviseu
with an eye to trhe possible minority groun:s
which it micht offend, and as a result it could
not possibly have offended anyone except athe-
ists. And, since the reciting of the prayer is
voluntary, no atheist is forced to participate.

The operative word in that line is “yoluntary."”
liad tlie prayer been a imandatory part of the o-
pening exercises, there would have been legiti-
nate reason for onnosing it; under the circum-
stances, I cannot understand the reasons of
those who brought the matter before the ceurEs.
The prayer itself is unusual only in being less
maudlin than many. It reads: "Almighty God, we
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acknowledge  our dependence upon Thee, and we beg Thy blessings uncn Us,
cur parents, our teachers and our country." (The prayer is probably b-
jectionable to some enlightened philosophers on the grounds that it
sives- prime importance to the blessing of oneself and one's close rela-
tives, less to one's country, and none at all to mankind in general.
But since this objection would warrant a great deal of time and thought
if commented upon, and since it is not likely to be voiced, I shail :g-
nore it at this point.) It is true that atheists and agnostics cortlidngEg
rightfully offended by having to acknowledge' their dependence on a be-
ing in which they do not believe, but, again, the prayer is veluntary,
and anyone who objects to it may leave the room during the period in
which it is being recited. This I consider a just and fair arrangemaent,
and I can see absolutely no reason why those to whom the prayer means
something should be prevented from reciting 1h 5

The legal position is clear. Since the prayer vas devised by the Board
of Regents, a segment of the local government, it violates the consti-
tutional amendment concerning government influence and aid to religion.
The matter having been brouvght up, it is obvious that the Supreme Court
rust necessarily have ruled as they did; however, I am sorry that the
matter was brought up in the first place. The prayer was totally harm-
less, and there is naught to be gained from the Supreme Court decision.
Such a ruling merely provides the John Birch Society and related groups
with another stick with which to beat the government.

There is only one area in which the ruling might prove to be helpful:
Some areas are not as liberal as llew York and have as mandatory such
prayers as part of the schoel onening exercises. The couxrt decision,
although nominally applying only to New York, is expected to have far-
reaching effects, and these areas may he forced to ammend their prac-
tice. If this occurs, it will be a substantial gain in the battle to
separate church and state.

The most fascinating part of such an incident, of course, 1is the in-
credible reaction from diverse quarters, particularly in the form of
letters in the local newspapers. For some reason, nrecarly all of the
foolish comments appear to have come from those against the decision;
letters in support of the ruling are uniformly logical and intelligent.
There is obviously a conclusion to be drawn from this, but I shail re-
frain from drawing it lest I be accused of thinking in stereotypes.
However, if Harry Warner will bear with me, I wish to quote some of the
less intelligent comments:

"When it 1s unconstitutional to pray to God each day,
the only thing we have left is communisi."

"Recently I finished reading 'The Rise and Fall of the
Third Reich!' and find a thread of similarity of the
conscientious hardworking Germans being told not to
question but 'obey' blindly."

"Whether you read the Talimd, Catholic or Protestant
Bible, the Hinth Psalm, Verse 17, says the same in
each: the nations that forget God shall perish.”

"I think this is making the country more and more an-
titGed, oF think;this 1s-Terribles!
21
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"T don't know where the Suprene Court gets its ideas.
We need religion more now than ever before.™

"May we ask for God's blessing daily in 211 things,
for without him we are nothing."

"T don't agree with it one bit. I think religion is
something which should be connected with everything,
especially where children are concerned."

"By vhat article and by what section of the Constitu-
tion did this senile oligarchy seize these unheard of
powers? Will they next forbid the nation to pray to
its God? If so, let us immediately make the best terms
we can with atheistic, Communist hussia and China and
avert all trouble by an abject surrender.’ :

"T don't go along with it. There are too many chisden
who don't get enough religion as it is. Heligion 1s a
sreat deterrent to juvenile delinquency and in this
day and age we need God even more."

And’ from Jack Clialker, noted Baltimore fanzine ellsdidy ) thil s s erLing
hit of nonsense: ' .

"Je need some sort of religion in our school system;
slight and as nonsectarian as it can be, we need it to
be there. Having only recently graduated from a Balti-
more high school, I can honestly testify; that fully 40O
percent of the youth of this country is on the verge
of coning into the world as complete and convinced a-
theists...

, "I pelieve we as a nation have just dug
ourselves a hole, and, with this as the first shovel-
ful, our dirt will bury us. If we allow insanities in
our government, perhaps MNr. Lhrushchev's threat will
not be such an idle boast after all."

There was, I assure you, more--including a wonderfully maudlin editor-
jal by William Randolph Hearst--but what I have printed is sufficient

indication of the importance of this argument. Hothing is quite so a-

dept at creating controversy as religion. .

Tt certainly is a wonderful thing...

+ + +
+ + +

As some of you may know, during the summer of 1958 ((and,: to a lesser
extent, 1959) I was busily engaged in being a Fully Certified Junior
Apmateur Entomologist of Sorts. During this period I observed various
forms of insect in both their natural habitat and in an artificial one
nreated in a wire-mesh cage in my backyard, with particular attention
to order Lepidoptera, butterflies and moths. It.was an entirely - .
1agsurable summer, and provided copious quantities of latoriously
and-written notes. During the past few months, I have been engaged in
the project of transeribing these notes into readable form for what is
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either a long article or a short book, tentatively titled "Some cf My
25st Friends Are Lenidoptera." (Doggs suggested i"MThe Wrong Ind of a
Butterfly Net," until I pointed out to him that I never used a net.) At
the moment, the still-incomplete manuscript of the final draft runs 80
double-spaced pages; if I like it well enough when it has been coin-
plezgd, copies will be mimeographed in limited numbers for interested
parties.

My reason for commenting on the matter at this point, however, 1s to
introduce the following excerpts. Those who have admonished me in the
past for my comments about insects (notably Steve Stiles) may skip thls
section of Quotes & Illotes or else write for a refund. Others, however,
who profess a desire to read something of a more personal nature than
comments on newspapers may be interested in the excerpts. Although
quoted material used in this column is normally indented, I shell dis-
regard that convention in this instance in deference to space limita-
tions.

llere, then, is a seznent of what I can honestly state I never consider-
ed a contender for the title, "Great American Novel':

"It is easy to observe, at such close cuarters, the wost intimate de-
tails of the creature's existence. More information may be gathered by
simply readinz entomology textbcoks, probably better substantiated in-
formation as well, but reading is no substitute for observing. o mat-
ter how much you may learn from textbooks, I recommend to each person
interested in this subject at least one summer of personal ocbservation.
It will give you a perspective which cannot be obtained from even the
most authoritative textbooks or lectures. In this particular case,; the
first item to strike my fancy was the manner of mobhility possessed by
these creatures. I had read meny times of their method of pregression,
but actually seeing it brought home to me for the first time the very
incredible efficiency of this power. Cecropia, like most of the large
moth larvae, has, aside from its normsl six legs, ten *false legs'
which are really small, stumpty gripping devices spaced evenly in pairs
along their bodies. These 'legs' grip branches and twigs, and they al-
1low Cecropia to progress along the side or bottom of a branch as easily
as along the top. The six actual lezs are situated close to the head of
the caterpillar, in what will later become the thorax of the adult
moth, and without the further aid of the ten appendages, Cecropia's
relatively bulky abdomen would be excess bagzage. More interesting is
the precise manner in which all of the legs (real and fzlse) cooperate
to permit motion. Beginning in a reasonably normal position, Cecropia
reaches out with its first pair of legs and finds purchase on a spot
further along the branch. While those forelegs are engaging in this
feat, the remainder of the caterpillar remains exactly where it was,
with not even a slight movement throughout the rest of its body. When
the forelegs are anchored firmly into place, the second pair of legs
detach. themselves and move forward to join them, Thus while the first
and third pair of legs rewain attached to the tranch, the second palr
moves forward, contracting one section of the body and expcending an-
other.

M"This mobility is made possible by the segmented body of the creature,

somewhat akin to that of a worm, which 1s jointed at its wvisible rings

and is able to contract and expand its body somevwhat by use of *thase

joints. In the caterpillar, this process continues until the A ast paltE
=
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of legs has made the journey of perhaps one-eighth of an inch, wvhore-
unon the entire process begins once again with the' forelegs. Tkl s! el
tire action is accomplished with a flowing motion, and is considera™y
more rapid than my words might seem to indicate. Any caternillar worth
its salt can travel two or three inches in the time it takes to de-
scribe the moticn.

"The advantaze of this form of mobility can be readily understcod whan
you look at the situations under which it is used: he caterpillar tra-
veis along branches anywhere from a few inches to many feet alsve tha
ground, and this system of mobility is the safest possible one uncer
those circumstances. Counting the false legs, Cecropia (and most other
caterpillars) have sixteen appendages for use in travelling, and fcur-
teen of them are at all times firvnly anchored to a branch. If you have
ever tried to disengage a caterpillar frem its perch, you can realize
how it can unconcernedly ciing to its branch through a heowling stornm.
Brute strength will of course rewove the creature, but if you are at
the same time trying to be careful ncit to injure it in any manner,
pulling it from the branch is quite a task. The best method I have
found is to pull heartily for a few seconds, release the pressure com-
pletely, and then almost immediately resume pulling.. Whenyou release
the pressure, the creature momentarily releases its grips with some of
the legs in order to obtain a better purchase, and the seccnd tug gen-
erally disengages it without causing any danmage." :

+ + +
+ + +

Since the last installment of this column was written, I have discover-
ed an interesting thing which appears to contradict a part of it. I
mentioned in #27 that although there were occacionally statements made
in fanzines with which I could take issue, these statements were by no
means as fuggheaded or as frequent as those appearing in the newspapers
of this fair city. That initial excursion irnto the world of fanzines
evidently attuned a portion of my mind to such noteworthy stuprdi bies
as appear within their pages, however, and as a result I have lately
been discovering them at a high rate. Comments which would have been
passed over three moaths ago now leap into my face as soon as my eyes
fall on the page. Some of these corments are later discarded when Ak
discover that I merely misread the author, but a substantial number
prove to be excellent examdles of fuggheadery, and I would like to deal
with several of this type at the present time. (s

The first takes the form of what is more or less a personal attack -on
your beloved editor. In lirage :#5, Jack Chalker comments on umy part in
the Christmas-story controversy which briefly flared in fandom iast
year: "Ted Pauls later sent a letter to follow his published one. In
this second, unseen communication he declares that the judicial system
we have is lousy and should be overthrown. And substitute what, Ted?
"Nuff said." Chalker made a similar statement in the fourth issuve cf
Mirage which I decided, at the time, to ignore. But since Mr. Chalker
is so accomodatingly laying his neck on the chopping block repeatedly,
I feel a moral obligation to separate it from his shouiders.

I+ should be obvious to anyone who knows me that I did not make the

ctatemant attributed to me in Mirage #5, if only becausz 1 am not care-

1ssg enough as a writer to employ thne word Wlousy" as a condemnacica of
& '



such an imposing structure as the American court system. I am alsc rnot
in the habit of advocating the overthrow of branches of the Uni%ed
States government, with the exception of the House Un-American Aeti-i-
ties Committee. This entire matter began with an emotion-charged eli-
torial in an earlier issue of Mirage, hotly condemning a story by Mike
Deckinger which appeared in Yandro. The story, although probably blas-
vhemous to Christians, was largely innocuous in comparison Ho! mueh Sl
the theological commentary which appears in fanzines. (That is to sayry,
while its charge was serious, such an unproven charge within the bounds
of a piece of fiction could be discredited. On the other hand; a logls
nal analysis of religion, while perhaps mcre friendly in tone, i3-also
more dangerous, since it can be proven true.) However, Mr. Chalker, ex-
hibiting the level-headedness of a pyramid, hotly attacked beth writer
and publisher of the tsle in terms of this sort: "Anyone with any true
human decency would have returned the manuscript to Mr. Deckinger with
his vomit still on it ." An attack couched in such terms 1is hardly
worthy of a r-tional human being. I wrote a thiree page letter comment-
ing on the matter, phrased as tactfully as possible in order that I
might remain on friendly terms with all parties concerned. Among other
things, I commented on Chalker's proposal that Buck Coulson and Mike
Deckinger vere not fit to he members of the human race:

WThi. s LEommen§7 is esnecially interesting in view of
your coiment that Deckinger is setting himself up.as
his own God. What you are doing here is different only
in degrees Do you really believe yourself competent to
judge who should and who should not be a member of the
human race?"

Chalker neatly side-stepped this embarrassing comment by raising the
igsue of whether or not I believed anyone to be competent to judge an-
other, including those duly authorized to do so. In the second communi-
cation which Chalker mentions, I rose to that bait:

uT ought to mention that you are right when you say
that I am not in favor of our judicial system. Obvi-
ously, however, an advanced civilization--in fact, any
civilization--needs a judicial system of some sort.
It's a necessary evil of society. But I don't believe
that anyone has the right to sit in judgement over an-
other human being.I don't think judges are particular-
1y qualified to do it, either, but they do hetter than
most other people. Jo human being, no matter whet he
may think, is completely objective. Judges tryi o ‘he
completely objective, and most of the tine they do as
good a job as could be expected, but even they are not
completely so. The only way a person could be ccn-
pletely objective would be not to have any opinions,
and I don't think +there's anyone without opinions.”

This is the extent of my communication to Mr. Chalker on the natter:-ads
our judicial system. I did not call the judicial system "lousy" and I
did not (and do not) advocate its overthrow. As I admitted to Chalker,
every civilization needs some sort of judicial system. Just how Jack
nanapged to so thoroughly misunderstand what I had assumed to be clear
tatements completely eludes me, but I trust he now reaiizes vhat I in-
cended to say and will not malke the same error agailn.

I,
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e second bone I wish to pick with a fellow fan occurs as a resul% of
2 letter nublished by Lenry Kaye in Obhelisk #3. The letter 'is writ.on
by Bob Vining, a neofan unknown to me, and details his reasons for
quitting our microcosm. The first of these, falling grades, 1s a c.7aon
nazard of younz fans, and a legitimate reason for curtailing fan acti-
vity. Hovwever, the other reasons are sonevhat unusual and deservse
quotings :

M"Panzines---Almost every fanzine consists purely of
sex and other trash...in one fanzine, one might find a
twelve vpage catalogue of nudes and a LO page thesis on
abortion. Sure, there's a lot of good fannish news in
fanzines, tut if I kept reading them, I probably would

turn out like many of the fans who publish them. And I
value ny morals more than aaything I have.

"I am only
13, That makes me, seriously speaking immature. . This
also reans I have nct made certain of my  beliefs,
strong enough to stand up in fan correspondence. For
instance, the subject of what God is, what powers He
he has, etc., is freguently discussed in fandom. N0
was continually exposed tc all this, I would probably
end up an atheist. And many fan's concepts of religion
are so botched up that it's ungodly. ;

i : "Por  these three
reasons, especially the last two, I am quitting fan-
dom, before it turns me into the inhuman  creatures
some fans are."

Lenny Kaye points out, in vhat must be the most anti-climactic footnote
of all time, that “there are several erroneous ideas in the previous
letter." This strikes me as an understatement of magnificent propor-
tions. There is an old saw to the effect that neofans view fandonm
through rose-colored glasses, but. Mr. Vining must have dipped his into
black mimeograph ink as an added precuation. 1is ideas on fandom nust
have been formed without any real knowledge, and his conception of a
fanzine was certainly formed without ever having seen a good one.
(Merely from prurient interests, I would be interested in learning the
identity of these fanzines consisting purely of SeX...?)

This entire incident is unfunny only because it is. so pitiful. While it
is true that fandom is no haven for prudes or religious fanatics, no
reasonably intelligent person--even if he is thirteen years old--should
arrive at the conclusion that we are ‘'inhuman’. Either Bob Vining falls
into one of the above categories, or else he has seen one of' e rare
fanzines which are actually obscene and distasteful and has. come to
generalize the entire field froin this single example. I suspect the
Tatter. But if he returns to fandom, as he plans, when he feels himself
ready for it, I respectfully suggest that he reserve judgement until he
has all of the facts at hand. Then he will be able to see beyond the
1imited horizons immosed by the dark glasses...

There was at least one further comment with which I proposed to deal,
Jut on reflection it doesn‘'t actually need any prodding from this cuar-
“er in order to appear foolish. Mike McInerney, inh Higlplod #2, notes
-tat the issue is dedicated to ''the memory of the greatest authoer of
i1 time...denry Kuttner.”! I suggest that someone send. Mike a 1%-veage
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letter composad entirely of names, beginning, perhaps, with Hom=r zvd
Herodotus, and ending with Salinger and Koestler.

ilineteen pages; that's not too many...

+ + +
+ + +

Once zgain the file folder for Quotes & Iotes is over-flowing with
newspaper clippings of recent vintage, some of local origin and cthers
nalled to my attention by Kipple's tremendous world-wide netwcrl cr
roving renorters. Among the more fantastic are two separate (though by
ro means unrelated) i%ems, dated June 15 and July 6, commenting oir some
rather odd punishments inflicted by Indiana judges on deiinquent teen-
agers. I have heard, I should mention, certain rumors to the effect
that Indiana's courts are unique in the annals of jurisprudence, bLut
this is the first positive proof of such a charge to come to my atten-
tion. Trhe first of these clipnpings pertains to four Wabash youths who
committed the unpardonable crime of taking a drive witia a flashing red
light on top of their car. Such an act is undoubtedly in violation of a
city ordirance or two, but in RBaltimore it would result in a summons
and perhaps a fine. However, a Wabash judge who appears to have a fe-
tish for making the punishment fit the crime decreed that the offencers
should walk to and from schcol each morning, for periods varying from
one week to six weeks (in relation to the distance they had to walk).

This is not, of course, a particularly sericus punishment, and perhaps
I shall be called down for devoting space tc such an incident in these
pages. However, the matter of principle is a significant one here.
Yhile laws are in most cases guite explicit, the punishment to be ex-
tracted from the offender is usually vague and the authcrities are
granted a certain lecway within limited bounds to inflict this punish-
ment. I do not believe that the limited bounds have been properly ob=
served in this particular case. My knowledge of law i1s not extensive,
but I doubt that anyone driving around with a flashing red light on the
top of their car could be charged with anything more than creating a
disturbance; since such a charge is not sufficient reason for revoking
a driver's license--the only legal means to prevent a qualified person
from driving to school, work, or any other place he pleases--1 feel
that the punishments definitely oversteps its limits.

The  second incident is a more important one, perhaps. In Whiting, Indi-
ana, a number of teenagers were arrested for drinking "beer and apricot
brandy" (I trust not simultaneously) at the local beach. As punishment
for this dastardly act, three of the offenders were soundly spanked by
policemen and the court bailiff, and all were ordered to help clean up
the beach every €aturday until Labor Day and to shave their heads. An-
other offender was subjected to both a fine and a 30-day jail term. A
very good case could probably be made against at least a portion of
this punishment for viclating the ccnsiitvutional amendment governing
cruel and unusual punishments.

But I don't wish to be accused of unfairness to Indiara: by far the
wost despicable incident of alleged "adults" imposing their might-is-
gt authority on juveniles occurred last month in this scate of gb-
jert dapression, otherwise known as Maryland. In Hagerstown, an eignt-
asp-cld pupil at a school. cperated by the Church of God was suspected
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of stealing some crayons and placing them in his desk. He was con=e-
quently ordered to stay after school, and sometime between the =nd of
the school day and seven o‘clock at night, the pupil was brutaliy as-
saulted by two female instructors with a wooden paddle. He was hospi-
talized "in fair condition...with contusions of the body and bruisges of
the eye, neck, left arm, groin and thigh."

This is more than a simple abridgement of authority: this is savaze and
cold-blooded assault-on a defenseless child. I have no words whichn will
properly convey the contempt I feel for these teachers. My initial re-
action was to fervently wish that they had attempted this attack cn a
student old enough and strong enough to have returned the favor. (This
is by no means an extreme reaction: many of those persons with whom I
discussed the matter, particularly women, commented in the initial heat
of anger that® the teachers "ouglit to be stood against a wall and
shot.") However, all of theses proposals -merely descend to the sadistic
level of the attackers; more rationalily, one might hope for the follow-
ing consequences: (1) appropriate jail terms, and (2) the future refu-
sal -of anyone to offer thesz women jobs in which they are in charge of
~any children. TFollowing the initial story, however, the local newspa-
pers have been nysteriously silent on the matter.

There has been no dearth of less harmful (though by no means less fugg-
heaided) incidents in the past month cr so. Roving Reporter Jinx McCombs
forwards a letter to the editor of the Fresno Bee cormmenting on an edi-
torial in that journal. In the course of a section on Richard Nizxen,
the astute editor sarcastically commented that Zany day now Hixon can
be expected to come out against sin.Y Proving that the Bse has the same
~difficulty with humor as does Kipple, at least one reader regarded the
comment as completely serious:

"I happen to know that Nixon is upright and Just in
every respect and that his greatest concern is the
preservation of America. You stated scme time ago that
pretty soon ¥ixen would coune cuhb against sin. Well,
why should he not? Are you not against sin? Yet you
leave the impression it is a sin to come out against
Sine "

The letter section of the Baltimore llews-Post, habitual haven for local
racists and other fugghesads, has veen strangely quiet in the last month
or so. Fowever, this quiet was recently shattered by a fervent plea for
more stringent imnigration laws by fandom's own pet racist, George
Wetzel:

"8ince its birth, our country has been one in Anglo-
Saxon Teutonic culture and tradition, honoring morning
prayer and Christmas. With the increase of minorities
by immigration, such cuiture and tradition have been
attacized.

"The object of containing imnigration under
the McCarran Act (also under attack be it significant-
1yinoted), « s Po vallow: limited, nunbers ,of non-anglo~
Gaxon Teuvtonic neoplzs in so that they beccme cultur-
a1iv assimilated., Very obviously their anti-religious
agitaiion shows they are not accepting nor adepting a
Give-and-let-live atbitude towards their adopted coun-
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"Rather than 'liberalize' our immigration laws,
we obviously shculd tighten them. If minorities will
not assimilate our historical culture but voluntarily
segregate themselves (as they are doing) by language
and ncon-narriage with the Anglo-Saxon Teutonic majori-
ty, that is their business.
- "But’'it is not their busi-
ness to uproot our cherished culture. If they don't
like our ways, let them stay in the old eounE sy

George's thesis seems to be that it is quite acceptable for foreigners
to 1live in this country, just so long as they don't try to mingle with
or assert their equality to us red-blooded American beys. Mr. Wetzel is
not as flagrantly lcathsome as utuol, but the fugzheadery is there,
covered oniy by a thin coating of varnisin,

On the lighter side, a disaster test was conducted in June’ in-order Lo
determine the strength of Baltiwore's rescue and ambulance force in the
event of an atomic attack. School children participated in the test,
acting as ‘casualties". After the test had been proclaimed successful
by the city fathers, the Baltimore branch of SAVE (Committee for a Sane
fuclear Policy) ccmmented:

"It took two hours and 19 minutes for trained crews to
take some 100 'mock casualtiest to the hospital even
though all the necessary equipment and personnel were
gathered at the scene 41 minutes befcrehand.

: "Tf there
were a million casualties, at this rate the last of
them would get to the hospital more than two and a
half years after the bombs fall."

Several of the casualties might even bleed to dcath before then...

B + +
+ s +

SHORT NOTES ON LONG SUBIECTS:

The Mester of Thnew Ail: The Groff Conlklin anthology, "Worlds of
When," which was reviewed in these pages (iipple #26, "The Top Shelf,"
pages 26-27) was also reviswad in the Baltirore Sunday American. Here
is what that anonymous criiic had tc say: "Worlids of When (Pyramid
Books, 40 cents). 4 quintet of dramatic excursions into the imagination
by Fritz Leiber, Chad Oliver, Mack Reynolds, Margaret St. Clair and the
master of them all, Arthur C. Clarke." The Master Of Them Allj; it cer-
tainly is a wonderful thing...

Department of Star Columnists: After one consecutive appearance,
Marion Bradley!s new column, “The Pulp Mill," has shuffled off this
mortal coil. Marion reports that she is leaving on a two month vaca-
tion, and wpen returning she will be attending college agein. With this
and numerous professional writing activities, there will be no time for
a regular cclumn. As sad as I am to lose the column, I am happy that
Marion ig taling this richly deserved vacation.

The locss of "The Pulp Mill" leaves me at rather a loss for mat-
vrial Ffor at least the September issue, however. This situaticn was re-
izad by a postcard immediately followed by a long-distance telephone
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call to Harry Warner. Hapving thus broken down his resistance with m¥
persistent demands, I extracted a promice for an article which will zp-
near, if all goes w2ll, in the September Lssue.

Although I ran into some slight difficulty in reaching Harry, wny
sxperiences with telephone operators are by no means as interestirg as
those of Terry Carr. I had attenpted to call Harry ezrlier in the day
#ith no success, and on the second attempt I forgot tihe number anda coa-
sequently had to ask Information again. T recognlzed the voiee of tha
operator as the one I had spoken to prtv1ouSTy and said, "I asked be-
fore but I was tco stupid to write it down." The woman cluck]cd and T
asked if she ever got tired of answering the same foolish questlon from
someone day after day, She wss slightly evasive--perhaps eimbharrassed
so I returned to the order of Ha51“ch and found that, contrary to my
@irst “thoueht,' Fapry,is Listed ‘as M'Harry, " not-iarol a” ShE somothlnz as
formal. I was very nearly connescted to a llarold Warner in Greensburg.

"Ch, the whiskey was gpilled on the barroom floor
and the bar was cionsed for the night.

"When out of th= hcole crept a little brown mouse
ard he sat in the pale moenlight.

"Well he lapp2d up the whisikey on the barroom floor
and back on':is‘haunches he sat

"And alil night iong you could hear him roar,

'Bring on the gO&dSln eab bt

The above is from "Songs me Muld Irish Mether Sang to me Before They
Closed Storyviile," by Pinwheel J. Cadwalader.
This issue’s Gigantic Contest in Which You May Win & Prize If

You Aren't Careful is bazed on the installmsnt of Quotes & Notes which
you have just:finishz2d readingz. Rules for the contest are siaple. In 50
words or less, you teil why Quotes & Fotes liacks a sense of humor. All

entries are to be postmarked no later than Soptﬂnber 1, 19562, and the
answer judged ezt Ly our parel of judges will win for Nts originator
@it (19 count 1t~-one-«"ﬁ¢pﬁe+e set of Reda Boggs®! famous fanzine,
Gzfia Advertiser. IEntries are to be mziled to Pete Graham, the chairman
of the Sense of Humor Committes, at 655 Bast 5th Straet, New York 9,
N.Y. In the'event of a tie dupiicate prizes will be awarded.

--Ted Pauls

2§= rT”-1e pEmbeT, An - GheT sTace. L ke 1ot d5 the s mumber of the last is-
suel you Wil receive, 1£ Mhad miber '@isit2d, " you will . not i receive
the next iazsus unless I aesr frow you in scme nanner.

A mark in *his enace indicates the presence of a contribution of
Mours in  this.Zssucs

If this space is checked, it means we are trading magazines.
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This article is a correlation of recent developuents from ten curreni
reference sources on the subject of "thinking machines." Since the na-
jority of laymen possess nreconceived notions on the question (ranging
in form from ethereal dreams of bustling, robot-ruled utopias to squat
1lenial cn the basis of absurdity), these developments may have little
~ctual value. But to the open-minded, rational thinker, unsvayed bv
sentiment, they may well Dbe both interesting and thought-,rovoking.

W ?m[_:>¥ |
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DO THEY  REALLY  THINK?
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Ty Define Thinking

In answering the uuestion, "Can any machine think?" the first most lo-
gical “stiep &g W6 higveTa elear understanding. of the terms "thinking" and
“machine.™

A suitable definition for thinking is so far into the abstract reals
that a simHle dicticaary definition cannot apply. To define thinking is
like tryins %o define M"love" or "truth." However, there are certain
factors related to thinking that can give us some idea of what it is
comprised of, how it differs from ovher body functions, and the part
reasoning »nlays in it.

Many peotle feel that thinking is a creative and indenendent process.
They claim that true thinking can never be accoiplished when it is 1i-
wited to a finite reali of material from which to draw. The eixinent
(authority, I presume) Lacy Lovelace has been quoted as saying, "The
Analytical Engine has no »retensions to originate anythidg. ' Itscan dc
vhatever w2 know nou to order it to perform." But haven't we all heard
the familiar eadage: ""There's nothing new under the sun'? Who can say
for sure that any so-called "original work" is not simply the outgrowth
of some past *teaching or the "iIcllowing of soize general  principles"?
What is a new pieze of music other than a different arrangemnent of the
nld notes and bars?

It is a popular argument that nothing will come out of a machine that
was not been put into it. But recently there has been the introduction
of certain machines that can produce totally unexpected information
through processes that their bLuilders "cannot fully veediet," - Dri NGES
hert Wiener, Professor of Mathematics, MIT, stirred controversy by say-
ing, "Machines can and do transcend some of the limitations of their
designars, and that, in doing so, they may be both effective and dan-
gerous."

Tainking is defined as the ability to reason. Reason is the. screening
\I h}
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of sense from nonsense. It is the mental powers concerned with the
Arawing of conclusions or inferences. Reason is also the ability to
make decisions from inadecuate or incorrect data. At the present time,
nachines can reason only in terus of mathematics and only in areas
where the hypotheses can be transformed directly into symbolic propoai-
tions. Such ss: If "A" implies "B" and "C" implies "B', then "A" inevi
oy o d mpties. MO eic,

Mathematics is a form of thinking--mathematics being defined as a Torm
of reasoning that operates by fixed rules and includes no undefined
terms. However, thinking is not limited to mathemetics .- Tt has been.de-
monstrated that there are a nuaber of resnlts of mathematical logic
that prove there are limitations on tihe powvers of machines. Questions
such as "What do you think of Wally Weber?" that are not nerely "ves!
or "no'" tend to prove a disability to which the human intellect is not
subject.

Thinking is defined algo as the power to cope with the unknown. Our own
human brain meets the unknowm with intuition, judgement, and the pro-
cess of weighing a situation aud considering the nossible conseguences.
3ince a machine has no sense of time and does not have the built-in in-
stinct for survival, it is not concerned with the unknowm. It reacts
only when it is teld to do so.

Thinking is defined as "a function of man's immortal soul" (the so-
called Theological Objection). Many feel that God has given an immortal
sotl to man, but not to animals or machines. Hence, machines and ani-
mals cannot think. This belief is closely linked to the philosonhy on
enotions. This viev was expressed in "Professor Jefferson's Lister Ora-
tion" Ffor 1949:

Mot until a machine can write a sonnet or compose a con-
certo because of enotions felt, and not by the chance fall
of  symbols, could we agree that machine ecuals brain--that
is, not only vrite it but know that it had written it. No
mechanism could feel (and not merely artilficially signal,
an easy contrivance) wnleasure at its successes, grief wvhen
its values fuse, be warmed by flattery, be made miserable
by its mistakes, be charied by sex, be angry or denressed
vhen it cannot get what it wants."

Thinking involves the production of psycho-kinetic powers (ESP). Extra-
sensory perception has been shown to exist in human beings, but not in
machines. It can be argued that since a machine can neither generate
nor receive these powers, a machine cannot think. However, it has been
suggested that the psycho-kinetic powers of the human brain could pos-
sibly activate the couputer's random number generator so that it could
pick a correct number much in the same mainner as the human brain. Ix-
seriments in this line of reasoning are too greatly limited, because
%SP is non-physical in nature, while the production and reception of
suck powers is quite an irregular phenomenon.

I. Mochine Limitations

T+ ig true that machines can '"think" at close to the speed of light.
‘or instance, the uinglish mathematician, William Shanks, spent fifteen

e |
2

dies


when.it

yeers calculating the value of "pi" and carried 1t to seven-hurir>“ nind
saven desimal places (the last hundred or so being wrong) . Rece:n iy Bi
electr i’ computer carried the value of "pi" to ten thousani dec. “l
plocces and tock only a few days for the job.

it 12 trus that a machine has an almost infallible memory and will foams
ret only wicn t0ld to do so. However, no machine has the hundredifth. ci-
-second aczens to the over one-hundred trillion memories of past ex-

“ochines "think" in step-by-step process; but the human brain thinks in
parallel, bringing channels of thought together. This step-by-step pro-
cress has led o the formation of the "Heuristic Rules." These ruies
cvate that duving its work, a computer should examine what it has al-
=gady zccomplished and on that basis try certain procedures that howes
comesimas led to success in the past, even though it cannot be logical.
1v shown that the procedure will lead to success on this occasion. Thi-
corresponds closely to human behavior.

lizchines are limited in ways that the human brain can never be limited.
iic machine can thia% abstractly. It has no sense of subjective tiue.
Vhea it is plaving checkers, it cannot tell that it is playing now, or
even that i+ has an opponent.

But bacause of these limitations, a machine cannot be termed stupid. T.
"8 ginply not wired that way. The computer and the human brain are two
Aiffevsrt instruments. As Dr. Claude &. Shannon of MIT stated recently,
PIf you were to psychoanalyze both machines and human beings, you'd
still find two different entities, and when you start asking either ong
0 be the cther, you run into trouble."

There are many differences between the mechanical brain and the human
hrain, but there are also many similerities. Machines suffer nan-iiie
breakdouns wien fed conflicting data. Comnuters hooked up to micro-
shones can "hear.”! some con “see" with camera devices, and otuers can
Pdel" with the aid of industrial guagses. 4n a liwited sense, they cen
even raproduce themselves. Ons gansreiion desipns e circuiiry for the
oKt pehEnetisiyabey jeon  even el il £lTy tless "The" 9lccr Ones with
rac e tubes instead of transistors suffer from “morning sickness® un-
e LR iy SV T

“achines con form no impression of a particular name without impulses
to .tLach to ths word. For instance, a machine cannot place the word
wyine,”! because it lacks the sensors to link the word with a substance.

IIT. Machine Capabilities

Despite their many limitations, machines possess certain capabilities
th=t qualify them for an almost unlimited number of tasks. For in-
stauce, tney are adept for simulation. A corputer may be told in gen-
erz] torms of a coriain natural phenomenon. It is programied to run
throuvsh this activity a few million times under varying circumstances
and draw a conclusion or summary. It is hoped that ons day the compuler
g1:1 be able so formalate hypotheses, test them, and pick the best the-
orv. "The day camnot be far off when leading scientific journals will
accant papers written by giant non-human brains.”

-
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Electronic comnmuters can also be used to simulate wyar, Military ex-
serts fexd information on the capabilities of two countries insn the
hrain .. a battle plan for both sides is established. The  "war® 13
rurvied fordr until, at the end, the machine announces the number kill-
2C on each side and what fraction of the nation destroyed. These games
are nlayed rany times to insure accuracy.

Tt has even boen suggested that all wars night be simulated. Tkre 1§ N
sovld neld a large computer that would receive information from botih
sarring nations on weapons, defenses, etc., and fight a "paper war,"

. "ter which it would orficially decide a winner. In any event, "modern
arsarc has become too comrlex to become entrusted to the intuition of
sven the mc3t expert military commancer.'

Somputers are also used in production. Machines compute the best me thod
+195% cen be ns=d. Soon there may be factories th-t are totally quesi-
“mman. The machines of production will send back progress reports to a
-iant computer vhich, in turn, selects alterations for the nsxt day.
‘Thus, experience and the electronic brain is greater than experience
and the human brain. Says Business Consultant Joseph Reres, ''The execu-
sive who still uses the traditional method of arriving at a decision,
uvsing his experience and judgenent, is doing so at Las Vegas odds." A
company's success or failure may soon denend on how well its robot has
beon teught the business.

3ecidas these jobs, computers are employed in the Social Security Agen-~
cy sorting nanes, the Bank of America sorting checks, and in business
training young “tycocons™ in the stock market. They supply clothing
st~res with colors or styles suddenly on demand, as well as keeping up-
to-date records on cales.

Machines correct their own mistakes. The true cybernetics machine does
auch more than teke orders. It reacts to external s*timuli, critically
observing and correcting its own mistakes. An exramrple of this is the
anti-aircraft gun. It corrects the aim antomatically for misses and
Pires vhen it is on target.

Acaimputer is clften-Lires j+3 ~um bash ¢octor. For instance, an eiling
com.uter may sey, ''Check Diode 1-51203 in‘cabinet ©, or "Why don't you
1ears: to. count?!

A rapaatad error on the part of the humen operator may result in a
Sasinucus iine of "Dumhkepf, Dunkopf, Pumkops.. 't The cdrantage 1is
olesr. Wits the machines correcting their own mi:stakes, 1t becomes posS-
sible to almcst totally eliminate error.

J ¢

Despite the impression, machines do not always function infallibly. An
air defense computer picked up a signal from the noon, decided it was
an attacking Russian missile, and called for counter-measures. Luckily,
numans have the final decision in a system of this type and disaster

e S0 i Ged .

An 21l-nomputer controlled post office had to be abandoned recently

WAL voriers discorercil thav the computer couldn't distinguish between
a kg stamp and a-Chrisunas geal.
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IV. The Speculation

“ould me~hine intelligence pose a threat? Cybernetics is briefly Ade-
“inec as Ytune mathematical analysis of human and animal behavior 5=
“zrnss; and, hopefully, duplicating thess patterns in machines." Co-=12
is duplication process become dangerous, as suggested in Karl Cepelals
e e B Ll Qe S RISIREN

“ommutar expert Frank Matthes says, "Our safeguard is that, no mattier
ow intelligent we are able to make computers, we can always reach dcwn
sod rull cut the wall plvg..."

“Ten will we xnow vhen a nachine is threatening? A fair test of intel-
ligence has been suggested by A. M. Turing. Placed in separate areas
are: a man, a wachine, and an interrogator. The interrogator asks
cuesticns of both and tries to unmask the machine. If he fails to Ao
50, toe machine is declared the vinner. Thus far, no mechine has won
he initation game. If one should, then we must begin to take machine
intelligence into consideration.

Sincz ten years ago, when they were first introduced, computers have
rsken fantastic strides. Five years back, there were only a few dozen
clumsy, miliion dollar computers. Now there are eleven thousand, rang-
ing in price from fifty thousand dollars for desk models to seven mil-
lion dellarz for a six-story giant. The comutation of these machines
affects the lives cf people everywhere.

The feelings are divided. Many believe that computers will work in ccl-
lehoratica with man, vhile others think they will one day replace him.
onr oun Good Doctor Asimov speculates, "What if we could build a su-
nerior creature to replace man? What achievement could be greater than
the creation of an object to surpass its creator." Many think that
since o211 thies was devisad by man, that humens--if *they are careful--
W21l remain supreme. Tiere are also many totally against the idea, ruch
as Doctor Harold Wooster, chief of the Information Sciences Division,
7.5, Air Force. "Persons who rerer to c¢lectronic data conputers as
Venink maenines! show leck of thovgit. The present-day coumputer 1 5 110
gore o 'trink machine! than a nencil ané a pizce of paper; a book, or a

~ - -~ 1
L Cadszsa

+ + +
+ + +
Cen machines think? I dontt believe there ig a tenable answer. It ap-
pears that thinking is a process that exists on many levels. Thinking

ranges from the mathematical steps in solving a simple problem to the
complicated workings whose end products were the fermulation of the
Relativity Theory. To me, the coumplexity of the thinking depends on the
apparatus used. Since the mos?® complicated computer is only one mil-
1i-nth as complex &s the human brain, how can we expect it to react to
the ssae stimuli thet influence our 1lives?

@yherneties/ala hei gy new field, filled with an almost unlimitecd po=-
tamesel . We will have e gwait the outcome. Time may well prove the
humer braia to be vnigie in all respects or we may find that $6°1s
simply & vast storehouse of data.

by



"t is true that the attempts to duplicate the human brain are P Thels
~afency. As optimistically stated by one computer expert who, alste
sakad i1 he f21t it were really possible to simmlate the human ia®ali-
ence in 4 computer, said, "1 don't know whether we'll exactly auj. ==
wte it, but I'm pretiy sure we cail SUrpass u LG AP

--Hon Wilson

...0 snapshiot of the Statue of Liberty reping a tugboat.” --C. Barbee

-.--—-—..—-.-.-——-..-_..—-‘_.._-....._..___.-_-_.—-.....-..-.----—-——-——_—-....«—__.--——.....—--..-...-—----...-_.

“ljow, if I wanted to be one of those ponderous scientific people, and
‘jet on' to prove what had occurred in the remote past by what haa oc-
~arred in a ziven time in the recent past, or what will occur in the
“apr future hy what has occurred in late years, what an onporvunity is
- arel Geolcgy never had such a chance, nor such exact data to argue
fromi Hor 'development of species,' either! Glacial epochs are great
viings, but they are vague--vague. Please observe:

"In the space of one
iundred and seventy-six veers the lcwer Mississippi has shortened it-
rel® two hundred and forty-two miles. This is- an average of a trifle
ovér ore mile and a third per year. Therefore, any calm person, who 1s
not blind or idiobic, can see that in the 01d Oolitic Silurian Period,
just a million years ago next Hovember, the lower Mississipni was up-
ward cf one million, three hundred thousand miles long, and stuck out
over the Gulf of Mexico like a fishing rod." --Mark Twain, in "The
Miasissipoi.

"Tntellizent neople, concerned with the very real problem of human sur-
vivel in this atomic age, are in a mood to grasp at stravs and cannot
but welccie any develcpmenh Lhat may offe~ even the slightest rey ol
hope ror a lessening ol internaticnal teasions. Cn the other hand,
those of us vith memories as mich as mich s three years long are un-
able to place any real trust or hope in the words cu actions of the ty-
rant who czushsed the Tungarien ilorkers! Revolution of 1956--the same
uan wito, a3 Stalin's hatchel-man, mardeied Millions of Ukrainlan pea-
sarcs in the carly 1930s. :

"In most places that he has visited, hrush-
chew hag heon received coolly by the American workers. Wall Street al-
so hai been cocl fearing the effect thiat a possible outbreak of peace
migiht have on a profit-based economy supnorted largely on war indus=-
tiZes. Some of tae tadsic contradictions ¢ such an econouy have been
thrown into bold reiief for 21l who have eyes to see." --Russell Black-
well, in Views and Comments #36, November 1959.

#But even parks and pilers 4o not wholly escape from the domination of
buresucratic killjoys: they always have prcminent notices telling you
211 the things yocuw cush nos do, byt they hardly ever have notices
tclliing yow of all the plessant’” things you Ray do." --Bertrand Russell,

in PHunai Society in Llhics end Poiitics,” Mentor Book #MP4%29, 60¢.

nesnest Uhe opinion of olher men LOYe trhan one's ownj nor
st one bz nere realy te do wrong if no one will knecw then if all will
T
=

knew. Cne must respect one's own opinion mcst, and this nust stend as
the Yaw of ono'e sould, preventing one from doing anything i S0 ATl (SR
Demansitue, W00 0, ke
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ADDITIONS *TO A FANS  LIBRARY

PE Ak i ER / 1/%
o) / ’ﬁ/./ﬂ/ 0) s /’" /f@/ f I
(N T Sl S B BY TED PAULS

The first book on the top shelf this month is a war story, al-
Lhough it dis not quite the sort of book that term mizht bring to
rind. - "ite -Struggle rfor Greece," DY Herodotus (Premier Book
#4165, 50¢), is the last-cf a multivolume history of the CGreco-
Persian wars. Written 2,400 years ago, it is theflrst truly
historical work of all time. Actually, it is more than simply a
history. As I said in beginning this review, "The Struggle for
Crecce® is as much a war story as a history: Information, while
certainly included in abundance, is not the prime purpose of the
books rather, Herodotus explores the motives and feelings of the
leading figures on each side. One wonders way modern histories
have largely abandoned this road in favor of their boring pro-
gressica of non-entity facts.

There is food for thought here as well. Thedlee did P cult  ; Boyk=
magine what the modern world may have been like if Persia had
coucurved Greace. The traditions of freedom spawned in the Greelc
city-states would certainly never have developed under Persian
rvle, although whether or not they would Lave developed elsc-
vhere independently and at a later date is not known. Almost as
certainlvy, the lack of freedom would have severely inhibited shie
philoscphy and science of the Greeks, which is virtually the an-
cestor of our mcdern philosophy end science. Ard it 1is by 10
peans irprchabdle thzt the Persiar.s would have rorquered Greece
had they made the effort: Afie: £1.» bhurnineg of Atheas, King Xer-
xes: return>di to Persia -rith the hulk ~f his army, leaving only
400,000 * Teosps. oy fighw I Bheesdy o Bl 5 cdniilzentwas subse-
cnently dafeuted, but had the entire expeditionary force of se-
sorel wiliicn . remained in Greece and fought, the outcome would
bty no reans have been a foregone conclusion.

Scme day a bibliographer with a great deal cf time on his hands
will coumpiie a list of Groff Conltlin anthologies, which will be
approximately the size of the Manhattan telephone directory. It
appears that Conklin nas Dbeen issuing anthologies since I began
reading science fiction--ten years ago--at the rate of one every
two or three days. The latest in a tremendous line of Conklin
anthologies is "Four for the Tuture® {Pvramid Book #F-743, LO¢) .
T1g volume corizing, as the titie inplies, four stories, none

of r-wiieh « . found spartisulerity briliiant. Theodore Sturgeon's
Whne - Claustrophiict s a wvispy 1ittle tale whiclh, while well-

dore o i-s 006 o pariicularly outstanding story. For many authors,
1 suppese it would he concidered an excellent yarn, but I am ac-
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-nstomed to reading better tales under Sturgeon's byline. "Enough
“ore," bty Poul Anderson, is an annoving tale which should have viaan 50
zact a -.D-page novel--in a second-rate magazine of the late 503
dersua Lotroluces but does not explore a number of perhaps intsr 5=
‘g gimnicks, and the entire story appears to be an effort to conazife
A unexcertional novel into 28-pages. Henry Kuttner's "The Children’s
Jur" is a beousifully written but pocrly plotted and poorly charac:e
zed noveletts, which for some reason strikes me as vague. L heve uibe
34 feeling stfter reading "The Children's Hour' that I have Just com-
2eted a major story without uncerstanding most of what 1 was readings
a1 trhe other hand, it ma7y simply be e vague minor story. The fourth
soiv i Bric Frank Pucsell!'s "Plus X," which 1 enjoyed tremsncously.
s 500y 1574 ngimmick" story, but it is well-written with elemsnts of
umor, uniixe inderson's tale. It is probably one of Russell's best.

“The Un-Americans,” by Frank Donner (Ballantine Book #X510K, 60¢), is

s comprehensive report on the history, purpose, and methods of the
“oge Un-American Activities Committee, and well as the reaction to it
of many individuals and organizations. This book is absolutely a "umust"
1or the aware individual. An incredible number of people appear to be
chiivious to the danger rerresented by the existence of such an inqui-
sitional committee, pointed out here by Mr. Donners:

"For more than a decade we have been steadily losing
our fFreedom. The obsession with anti-Comrunism and se-
curity, transformed into a national psychosis during
the McCarthy era, resulted in systematic attacks cn
free speesch, press, assembly and opinion. The policing
of dissent by agencies of our government becaue a rou-
tine feature of our lives. Witness the sedition prose-
cutions under the Smith Act, the intimidations of the
FBI, the rashzof loyalty oaths, the security--screening
apparatus which blonkets Amsrican industry, ike emer-
cen~e of the informer as hero, tha wave of deportation
and denaturalization proceedings against the foreign-

Yorn,  che rastrigtions: on "uif right bo’ travel, the

nanifold attacks on Crgaldsetions ard on the freedom
cf assonisztion, and tlhc congretsicnal witeh hunts.

e,  Llle excesses of the McCarthy era have abated
comevpats the Ariy, the State Department, and our li-
\vrziss abroad  are nn longer fair game for witch
hun b, HaT Lekrentlre,Soei e Ty 1s 5+i11 infected-with
the coniazgion of cautiecn, Tear and s?lence. At the
root of the conformity-which has engulfed us 1s a per-
vasive self-censorship, a less of the sense that free-
dom is every American's birtharight. Our people have
come to live din terror of being publicly identified
with the minority. The questioners, the 'aginers,! the
coma-outers :nd the disssnters simply feel themselves
Lo bz too wenaned by their ewvirsament to question, to
o apad ret . ydiages ole Jabs Lo dissent. As the domes-
tla fronticss of our freedom  contract, the government
drenches wihe wo-14i with renswad e o Sbahel (o T rreg tde-

varde 1ifaadezn. irbny owliich has amused even our
~ds ard weil-wishers abroad."

Ll
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T have been accused in the past of belaboring the matter of HUAT's e-
ality cr morality, primarily by those who choose to ignore it ~o =%
ope thethit will go away. Unfortunately, such people are unwitil
eads —o the Committee: it can only exist so long as the majority o))
t1e people are complacently tolerant of it. Mr. Donner gives a covnre-
ensive analysis of the aims and tactics of HUAC, including quetelions
"vom its olficial records. These prove conclusively that HUAC g 1l.e-<
i, as welkl -as highly amoral. The book is well-written and not Wi iil-
sut numor, albhough- it 1s difficult to be facetious about sucH @ sdike
>us matter.
‘A Tation of Sheep," by William J. Lederer (Crest Book #d5%5, 50¢), is,
yecordirg to one cf the reviews printed on the back cover, "about the
. gnorant American--and those who have been guilty of inadequately in-
“orring and deliberately misleading him." That is as concice a gumra-
“ion az could be given in one sentence, although I do not entirely a&a-
sree with Mr. Lederer's thesis. It is guite possible to be ignorant
shrough no fault of one's own, but I think the nation in question 1is
conposed of sheep at least partly as a result of their own apathy. While
1mere are many misleading sources of information available in this day
and age, any avare individnral who wishes to be inforited should have nc
dirtfienlty in doing so. Aside from the dozen “first-class'' newspapers
mentioned by Lederer (one of which, Ted White, is the Baltimore Sua),
there are also numerous informative magazines of various sorts. I have
came across several outstanding examples of ignorant Americans, incluc-
ing members of my own family, but they are ignorant by design, net by
circumstance. One nameless female relative reads only the local and
nyomen' s pages of Tthe newspapers, refuses to watch any of the numerous
special rews pregrams on television, and becomes angry because th
nightly television news roundup fails to give preference to local news
and Yalways has something about the Russians in it.U! I seriously doubt
that more accurate news media would help such perscns, and they are nn=
fortunately not particularly rare--at least not in RBaltimore.

The specific examples of our national ignorance given by Lederer are
interesting, although, az he sdmits, Tt very new. This is no expose.
211 of the hoaxes ard lies of varyi.ly fecrec which Lederer outlines
haTe becen explcded previcus:iv, it “A N-tion of Sheep" prasents an in-
teresting suviwotion of incidents abhcat which the fwerican people were
misiniferm.cd. Lnong these are China, Xorea, the Foreign Student Progran,
and Tens. The latter chapter was disappointing only because Derek Nel-
scale rilarious article in Fardro had alrecady covered the area.

Th ekl 1AsVasigniaisSl sen! i3 a very intercsting and werthwhile hoolk,
and Lederer's suggestions for preventing slanted news items from mis-
leading you are intsresting and instructive.

Perhaps one reason for the mass ignorance of the American people in
matters of international impurtance is an unfortunate lack of knowledge
of the people wio inhabit this world. The average American is capable
of feeling compassicn Fop giarving workers in Hagerstown or Coopers-
ety bt the . Siad ~d tribuian.ons of the people of Istanbul or
Tolkye ate,fec reime s ow K dmericans Lo sympathize with or even to
Bndey ceomprehand, Giel inrly, when soasshing important occurs on the op-
posive side cf Ths paclien--cay, 2 revointion-~-few of us will really un-
Gerstand the importance of what has taken place. Worse stiil, we may
completsly misinterpret trs event--lecading to all manner of unp..easant
™~
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incidants. This is because, lacking any real comprehension of *
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ne way to =21leviate this nroblem is to attempt an nnderstanding of
of ‘hose "Lrouble-spcts" and of thelr problems, tubt thin
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tmair problems, we are 1iable to impute to them motive
vas riszut have under similar circumstances, but whica
elysulslieading within this new frame of reference.
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» simple matter, even for those of us who care. "[he Nalurs O
ine Non-Western World," oy Vera Micheles Dean (Mentor Book #MP4z2,

s a very excellent ook on this subject. Mrs. Dean statss the

zroblen suceincetly An her introduction:

Thades, (1

prior:s

nYet in spite of the extensive and constantly growing
#irst-hand knowledge sccurmlated by the West about the
Ach-West, events  dil Jordan or Egypt, i Guatemala OT
Kenys., STill frequently come as a surprise to Western-
ers. It is as if those of us who hzve been brought up
within the orbit of estern civilization--from the At-
lantic to the Mediterranean--much as we may know about
politics and economics, geography and anthropology,
have not vet discovered and explored the inner recess-
es of the non-Western mind, are are still groping for
genuine understanding. We often think of the non-West
as an undifferentiated bloc of masses of people. We do
nct always see the rich diversity of their many
25iths, their diverse traditions, their contrastirg
cpiEnress

nerzace cf cthars is not only unfortunate, but also dangerous:

to a racial eye defect, could not become good airplane pilots. The

price paid oy the military in the early weexs of the war due to this

stupid

In "The Nature of the Vor-Western World,” Vera Dean gives a concise,

though

misconcepticn was nigh.
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~easonably thorouch plutare af fhes Cuiltare s L13tory, attitudes,
religious beliefs, and motivating idees of the varicas Afro-Asian SO-
cieties. Mrs. D2an 1s 2n eymellent writoi, and the book is wvaluable not

n

on' v as a referance bolk L 28 an inceresting rezding experience.

nThe Canscilence or a GCongervative," by bBerry Goldwater (Hillman Book
#epa . B0¢ . 1s, in tre wcrds cof ite autlhor, an attemnt "to demonstrate
£l pearing cr & proven ruilesophy on the nroblems of our own time."
sourse, consgrvatism. Although a very

[=]

The "'vprovern priloscphy™ 18, oi s
with a great deal of space be-

birief book (127 pages of very large typ
tween Lines), it is an interesting one, albeit one with which I seldom
In the pages of this short treatise, Senator Goldwater gives

agreed.

his views on states' riglts civil rights, the farm problem, labor
) 9 e v) 9 9

LaKes

social legislation, education. and the Soviet menace. I would

not like to give tho imoression thai I agreed with nothing that he

clzinmed

Senats

T
wiicly f.was
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on page ring; in bhepinniag the 73 rst section of the Dbook,

coldwater nobed thss tRis s Chapter One, an observation with
g Forced ~grae; and on the very last page of the book, it
ol et e g dis tithe Dind 8 ramade Y e 5y T had to agres--that was
tha end of the hock. but in tetwecen those two statements, Gold-
Ao |

AN
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-
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¢ nuaber of claims with which I cannot concur.

o World War TI, it was 'common knowledge'! that the Japanece, dve



Most of these statements, made by others as well, have been dehated in
srevious issuves of this journal, and so at this time I will . jgnoralmy
mere Adicooreemenis with the Senator. More important, I feel, is ©.@ =%-
titude previleat in the foreword to "The Conscience of a Conservalive,"
one which allcws--to put it charitably--some pretty wild statements un-
¢er the gnise of self-evident, factual truths. For example, Goldwater,
in an evidcnul attempt to convince not only his readers but alsc Hivee
self, states that "I find that America is funcamentally a Conservative
naticn. The preponderant judgement of tne American people, especially
cf the young reople, is that the radical, or Liberal, approach has nct
worked and is not working. They yearn for return to Conservative prin-
cipies." I have no figures on the number of liberals and conservatives
in the couriry, so I cannot, of course, disprove Goldwater's contention
that we are a rundamentally conservative nation; however, I doubt that
he pessesses arny statistics to prove the supposition either, althouzh
he speaks as if it were a universally acknowledged fact. Certainiy vhe
“young people’ are not predominantly conservative--thelr 1iBeral" (on
radical) activities disprove this nicely. (I should comment, I suppose,
on the error in Goldwater's reasoning as quoted above, where he identi-
fies "liberal® with "radical” and, in-fact, makes them virtually inter-
changeable terms. As a matter of fact, it is possible to be a radical
and be vehemently anti-liberal--as witness the John Birch Society.)

Taving thus convinced the masses that they and he are on the same S1aeg
Goldwater then proceeds to grant nobility and inkerent Rightness to
their cause, by simply saying it as if that would make it so: "Though
we Conservatives are deeply persuaded that our society is ailing, and
know that Conservatism holds the key to national saivaticn..." This cs-
tentaticus line ijustifies the entire-book and paints it not as the per-
soral opinion of one Barry Goldwater, but as the factual, unarguable,
sbvious truth. Somehow, I don't believe such tactics will convince any-
one who didn't happen to be rabidly conservative to begin with. But for
those who do lean toward the right, "Thz Conscience of a Conservative!
shoull be quite a fine evening's reading: it strokes their collective
ego, telling them that they and only thiey are perceptive enough to be
abie to Save America. :

At any rate, this book i1s a worthwhile addition to your library s even
theigh you proiabiy won't agree with it. Goldwater is a lucid and in-
teresting writer and \is able to present his opinions in a neat, orderly
rfashiion.

+ + +
+ + +

AND THEN I READ: "Chemistry Creates a Hew World" (Pyramid Book, "The
Worlds of Science," #5, 75¢) and "Crucibles: The Story of Chemistry"
(Premier Book #d49, 50¢), both by Bernard Jaffe. The former would ap-
pear tc be the only clinker to date in Pyramid's science library; the
latter is an interezting, informative, and entertaining book. "How to
{rov and Predict the Weather," a sub-standard, rather boring book by
Roberc Mrore Fisiar iSignet Key Bouk #KD353, 50¢), and "What We Must
¥now Avout Gommunise,” by Harry and Bonero Overstreet (Pocket Book
#7000, 5C¢) are boib ex:zmples of books which have been popularized out
af eny artistic morit irey may otherwise have possessed. 'Lost Lan-
guages,’ by P. E. Cleator (Mentor Book #MTh27, 79¢) and "God and the H-
Zomb," by Donald Keys (Macfadden Book #50-128) are both recommended.

kil

~ = o qrﬂ s
) ) T" < e

LI



ad

Q

~/

ek =@l SXDence

1

JOHJ BOARDMAN Apparently the late H. L. Mencken had
05 80th AVE. 1little influence on his beloved Baltimore
Heys - Alf.thingsdike the author of the first
two quotes cn page 5 of Kiople #26 still
flourish there. In the vicinity of Greenwich Village, a
subwvay graffito is beginning to show upd wlth ,some  frequen-
cy: it reads, "Science 1s the Ministry of Satanl!" I guess
you could make some Sense olitlof this. Satan, we are reli-
ably informed, is the Prince of This World. S5ince science
;s cencerned entirely with matter, i.e., with This Werld
rather than with extramundane superstition, the Unknoun
Scrawlaer has a point.

I agree with Betty Kujawa that Walter
Breen shouldn't have publicized the fact that Dave Locke
received votes for Fugghead of tihe Year. Anyone who has
lept up with Locke's letters to Kipple would realize this
for himself. Breen has just been belaboring the obvious.

I
nede a stupld mistake in proposing Betty herself for Fugg-
read of the Year after reading a remari Ly her in G2 that
she is a conservative. Recklessly assuming that "Kujawa® is
a Japanese name, I wondered what 2 non-white was doing in
political association with a movement which has a strong
racist flavor. But Walt tells me she's a Wasp with a Polish
musband--after spending four years on the same campus with
the noted professional refugee Wladyslaw Kulski, I am no
longer surprised at her political allegiance.

*In general,
iTegroes given an I.Q. test set up for whites...will score
eiow average; counvrariwiss, if the test is cne made for
liegro children, the avsrage NYC wnite child will score be-
low average.' Do=s Toftus Dezker have any surmort for this

pesarkable statement?

Fven more remarkably, oecker has
written, "I think there is a serious possibility of commu-
nist teadencies in this country." Is he kidding? Communists
have about as muci chance of taking over this country as
cockroaches have of taking over the Eupire State Building.
In 1932, in the depths of the l.oover Depression, the Commu-
nist Party was on the ballot in 37 states and received
something like 100,000 votes. lts present membership 1is
less than 10,000, most of which seeis to be either FBI a-
gents or Albanian deviationists. But, in 1960, the anti-
Wegro and anti-Jewish National States Rights Party was on
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the ballot in five states and got over 214,000 votes! Does this hother
Loftus, or anybody? Would he care to go into detailsYast-toiyhat, 4nasg
Neorsunl oo tendencies™ are, or how the discredited old fogies of the
CP-USA cupsct o get anywhere with them?

Ts Frank Kluckhohn of "Ameri-
ca: Listen!" any kin to the late Harvard anthropologist Kluckhohn? This
is the one whose son, whom I kinew a% the U. of Chicago, did a SHSECY
for pot-shotting a weman from the window of a hotel in ilorth Carolina.

CHARTES WELLS That business abcut illegitimate children
2495 GHERRLOOKE DR., ME (Kinple i#206, pages 2-3) reminds me of one of
ATLANTA &, GLRORGIA the five gubernatorial candidates currently
running in Georgia. He is a minor one, I has-
ten to add. I'e advocates cutting off all aid to dependent illegitimate
children after the first unless the state would prefer to aid tunem and
put the mothers to work. iie justifies this by Bible guotations. When
asked (by a lady candidate who advocates parimutuel betting!) how the
children would be taken care of if the mothers were put to work for the
state, his reply was, “Well, they're certainly not being taken care of
pow; their nothers spend all the aid mcney on liquor and sinfulness.H

He asked our most segregationist candidate probably the most peculiar
question any candidate has ever had to answer in public: UDo you be=-
lieve in segregation so strongly that you can put your finger on the
place in the Bible which reguires and demands it?4 (£You are fortunate,
at ieast, in that the candidate is a "minor" one who probably von't be
elected. The most fantastic statement I've ever heard from an alleged
"representative of the people" was made by Marylend Senator J. Glenn
Beall, who, when asked about Sputnik I, said, UI think it should be
shct dovm immediatelyify)

MIKE DECKINCER Jinx McCombs equates the holy-roller crusaders with an
31 vARR PLACE overzealous scientist in an interesting, but not very
TORDS, N.J. accurate anaiogy. if they truly believe they've uncov-
ered The Answer to everything, it is their duty to maie
the rest of us more reccpniive to a com:lzte accephtanze of the final so-
lution, not thrust it bodilly upor u: &g @many seem oo be doing. Anyone
i-ith a basic understanding cf r-man fesiings would be awere that only
resentment and hostiliiy acs Sred wheo an individuszli is wold that he's
been blindly blundering through 1life on an erratic coursc destined to
bring him misery, and only through a thorough and everlasting embrace
of a certain dosma will he set himself back on the right path.

Frankly,
I wonld be very suspicious of the intentions of anyone who went out of
their way just to assist me. (£Such an attitude is the unfortunate--
though inevitable--result of the world in which we live.3) True unself-
ish philantropy is a difficult concept to picture. And, if I was the
nypothetical scientist, wio had stumbled ou an antidote to save mankind
from some sort of lethal radiation, I would be thoroughly delighted to
keep my little secret to myself and watch humanity becone extinct.

But
seriously, I object to the attitude assumed by these crusaders in stat-
ing their views, and I've spoken briefly with several Jehovah's Wit-
nesses distributing copies of The Watchtower around here. If someone
tells me I absolutely must do something, no matter what the results
ars, I'd be very reluctant to do this thing, despite the urgency in the
command. And it seems rather silly for these sidewalk evangelists to go
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around hollering "Repent, rement," when the mere thought that these in-
dividuals are themselves the results of repentence is enough to dinwe
anycue oo perform the oppnsite.

T 1liked Harry Warner's proposal for
protesting "King of Kings" as displaying anti-semitism for depicting
Tudas' action. Dut why not go one step further. After all, Jesus was &
jew, too, aud in the fiim he's shown advocating his policies ard
preaching to *he people. The result of all his words in the lasi fwo
thousand years or so has been a great degree of suffering and deat:iy,
from ths misguided aims of the Crusaders, to the atrocities committed
in the name of religicn during the Inguisition, to the enactment of
clearly discriminatoiy lavs against birth control and Sunday sales to-
day. This certainly doesn't paint him in a very untarnished light. (&I
suppose all of this could be attributed indirectly and by ratiier ex=-
treme reaconing to Jesus, buv I do not view the situation in guive
that manner. All of the unjust actions which you mentioned were nct in-
stigated by Jesus or by nis reiigion, but rather by vhatever religious
leaders happened to be prowinent 2t the time, in the name of that reli-
gion. The statement that power corrupts is no less true when applied to
sccredited representatives of religion: the Crusades were an attempt to
exvand the dominion of a religion, just as Xerxes' invasion of Greece
was an attempt to expand the dominicn of a monarch; the Inguisition was
the result of the most powzrful religion insuring its continued domi-
nance by disposing of all less powerful religions. The Sunday Blue Laws
are certainly not sanctioned by the religion, only by its current~day
representatives. Mark 2:27 covers the matter nicely: "And he said unto
them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath."})

As far as I'm concerned, the reply that "God works in mysterious ways"
18 =ot zn cnswer at all, but a clear evasion by someone who has no idea
what the arswer is. There 1is absolutely no justification for the mil-
1ions who perished in the last war; ro answer that can console the pexr-
sons alive today who lost velavives and iriends. Clergymen who brush a-
side the question of wky they did with the stock answer are nerely
dumping tl.e problem frem fheir shoulders to that of the guestioner, wio
must formulate his'own vhirwing to g h-re to the proposal that anything
don: by God is right and ot to be (nestioned. And if He Gid nothing to
intervenz and save thesz necnie. mhen it must be assumed that God
watcined this sizughuer anc destroctian with indifference and boredom
(ha's seen a 1ot of it). The concept of a being capable of relieviug
this micery, whe does nothing about it, is almost as repugnant as the
thought of the Being causing it.

I 6an recall that when I was in high
school, Darwin and evelution were skimmed over rapidly, whenever soume
s1lusion was made to them in the course. The theory obviously being
that the school system preferred to remain neutral in the matter of re-
ligious beliefs, and since Darwin's theories conflicted with those of a
1ot of other people, it would be better to ignore the matter complete-
1y. And our school system Gid manage to remain religiously neutral,
too, except for a few minor points like the dally Bible reading, and
the observance of Christmas, with the vast emphasis being on the story
of Christ's birth, as well as a number of Christmas carols. I'm of the
opinion that religion has no place in a public school, and heartily ap-
oplaud the recent Supreme Court prayer decision--vhich is easily de-
selcping into the most misunderstood issue of the decade.

Practically
every form of advertising, to some degree, is based on the principle of
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buying by association. This ccrrespcnds teo Tom Armistead's example of a
lie-man smoking a cigarette, etc., etc. If you'll notice, in televigicon
zds, the characters who use the products advertised are never depicted
as haviag any unlikeable traits. They are all clean-cut, usually in
their twenties or early thirties, and perfect examples of the counle
you'd like to have live next door to you.

DAVE FULAN You have one point wreng--it's in Tennessee,
228-D K1BLO DRIVE not Kentucky, that teaching Darwinian evolution
nIDSTONE ARSEMAL, ALA. (as applied to man, not in general) is illegal.
T had more than one teacher in high schcol who
didn't accept evolution, and said sc in no uncertain terms, but ecually
those who taught it were at liberty to do so. "The simple mention cf a
subject was not, as far as I know, frowned cn by anybody. Naturally
wnen the principles of Marx were taught to us, thay were commented cn
unfavorably, and it was also puinted out that:Seyrtes -peliticall and. e«
conomic vphilosophy bore little resemblance to Marxism in any case, tut
still we were taught what bcthn principles were. And this, incidentally,
was in 1951-52, when McCariny was at the height of his power and we
were actually engaged in a ho* war with Communism in Korea--1I don't
think it was because the international and domestic situation were gen-
erally less anti-Communist than now, not by 'arf I don't, %I wealizeg:
of conrse, that the Scones incident occurred in Tennessee, but I didn't
realize that the attitude prevelant in Tennessee was limited by state
boundaries. For scme resason, I thought that anti-evolutionists were
common throughout the entire region.s3)

"Oour political system is based
on majority rule, remember?" Permit me a small chuckle. On what level
is it Ptased on majority rule? Certainly not at the state level--I doubt
if you'd fiad a single Southern state in which the mejority would favor
integration, yet it's coming; slowly, but it's coming. On the national
level? I doubt it. I imagine a plebiscite would reveal the majority to
be in favor of kennedy's iledicare »lan, but it isn‘* having too notablc
a success in Congress--and a minority of the population can elect a
majority of Congress rather easily. The committee system in Congress
makes it even easier for minority views Lo prevail. Going back into the
past a ways, quite a few lavs passel by Congress have been declared un-
constitutional by the Suprems Ccurt---the Ccnstitution can be changed,
but it takes a great d=al wore than a simple majority of the people
wanting it. If at some time in the future the €atholic Church gains a
majority in this country (as one of their Bishops has recently predict-
od they would), they would still be unabie to nake belonging to other
chirches ilisgal as they have a habit of doing unless they were able to
gain a majerkty in 3/ of the states as well. There are a lot of *pros
fections for minorities in our system of government--for which' L For
one am evermore thankful. ({(While it is true that migerities are, ‘pros
tected in a number cf ways, this country is nevertheless basically one
of majority rule. This is particularly true on a state and local level,
where-important issues are voted on in a referendum. On the national
level, vhere the majority rule may not always be obvious,; it neverthe-
less operates in most instances. Of course, the people occasionally
disregard their right to decide issues by apathy toward them, and by
voting for the renrssentative with the cheerful smile rather than the
one who will protg,& their interests on the floor of Congress. But if
the penple are simply wiiling to go to the trouble to do so, majority
rule can be enforced every time. ior example, while the lMedicare plan
was beaten badly, those Congressmen who voted against it will have a
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difficult time being re-elected in the fall elections, if, as youn s~v,

o majoritw tavored Medicare--provided the majority cares sufifiledcxiib,
‘Men vion Medicare is incrcduced in the next session of Congress,; il
new renressntatives--those who promised to vote for the neasure--vi. L
pass the bill. A1l of this depends upon the people, however, so I would
say that this country is ruled by the majority whenever the majority
takes the trouble to rule it.3})

Anyhow, though, back to your mein
point. How do you proposes to stop tne MR »eople, assuming that you
could rouse up enouzh anti-MR sentiment to get a law passed prohibiting
it? What would the law szy? Remember, it has to be constitutional. Go
ahead--draw up such a law. I'm curious to cee what it would look lilke.
({I doubt that any startling new laws would he necessary. Isn't the
Food and Drug Commission empowered to hal® false advertising practizzs,
such as selling a one-pound can of chunk horsemeat as beef? And hcw
Jifferent is this from seilirg a cake-mix by subconsciously convincing
the consumer that she is buying security and happiness? I suppose a.
great deal of discussion 1s possible on the dirferences between these
two situations, and why the former is actionable and the ratten isinect,
It could be said, for example, that in the first case the consumer is
being lied to deliberately by the manufacturer, vhile in the second in-
stance he or she is fully avare of the nature of the product. But I
contend that this is not the case. If I buy horsemeat labelled beef, 1
am-being deceived by the package and thus by the manufacturer; similar-
ly. if I buy e cake-mix which implies something other than simply a
cake (security and happiress, as I say), then I am still being deceived
by the package and by the manufacturer. This sort of practice could be
rigidly controlled by only minor changes in existing laws, I believe.3)

Motivation 1 Research itself is harmless--it is simply a partrofythe
whole attenpt to turn psychology into a science. To ban the research
vould be like hanning research into nuclear physics because you use nu-
clear physics . make bombs--by banning all research into an area you
are steriliz: g a science. Perhaps you think that the end justifies the
means in this csse; I don't. The hari (which I think you ridiculously
overstate) comes when MR findiugs ars spplied to the sale of procucts--
and now that the fundamental metuods invelved are Xnowll, the only way
to stop this would be to pass 3ome cort of law that all goods would
have to be packagad in unllorm ceontainers, with uniform lettering and
wniforn everything else. It might be possikle to pass suci a law cver
the howls of tie advertising business and all manufacturers, but I
gravely dcubt it.

And what, seriously, is the harm in MR? What does it
make peopnle do that is bad for them? I can think of two things: it may
make peonle obuy a product that is in fact inferior to another one, so

hat they don't get the best value for their money; and it may cause
people to spend more money than they have, thus causing them to deprive
themselves of necessities. I don't consider the first significant to
any considerable degree--there are already laws on the books which 1f
enforced strictly will nrevent any product which is dangerously infer-
ior from being sold; the solution to this part is in better enforcement
of existing laws, not in passing new ones. A product which is somevhat
inferior to anothar doesn't bother me imuch--a person who is going to
cncourd to MR methods prcbably couldn't pick out the best product with-
out MR either, so he'd be no better off. (£Is there any proof for your
evident convicticn that psychological methcds of advertising work only
on MOTONS...2)) All companies use MR with their products now, anyhow,
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so things are still on a fairly even footing as between specific pro-
iucts. -

he second is, I'll adnit, a problem. I have no doubt that some
neople are driven (or better, drawvn) into debt over their heads bec:ause
they spend too much money, and MR is part of the reason. Yet here we
nave tc get back to what I say later on--a person that irresponsible is
ot the sort of person I like to have as part of the electorate,
sither. My fesling in the matter is this: I refuse to accept responsi-
bility for what happens to someone who refuses me the authority tTo pro-
tect him by what means I think best. I don't necessarily feel that a
pedestrian who is too stupid to look both ways before crossing the
street deserves to be hit by a car; I know damn yiedd s Sehaty °.dont L ‘fecd
that it's ny fault that somebody I don't know gets run over in Balti-
more. I wouldn't engrave "Well, he deserved it on your tombstone if
you forgot to shut off the gas in your stove and blew yourself into or-
bit (for one thing, I doubt your relatives would let me if I wanted
t0e..), but neither would I feel any responsibility for it. (£¢That is
fair enough, of course; all I wanted to discover was whether or not you
were representing your true feelings vhen you implied that anyone too
ignorant of an a~t to realize its harmful consequences damn well de-
served those consequences.}) Now, if you'd asked e 1if it were a good
idea to leave the gas on and I refused to give you my opinion, then 1
would feel responsible, becausé you would have acknowledged to me a
certain authority and with it the inherent responsibility. This may be
a "disgustingly self-centered attitude,” but then you'd probably call
me a disgustingly self-centered person, too. I don't feel I have any
Mission to Humanity, because so far Humanity hasn't asked me to become
one of its leaders. Why should I force myself and my opinions of them?
I reel that my responsibility is to those who heve indicated tliat they
velue my o inions--call me narrov, self-centered, or what you please.
Tii.s is my attitude and I stand on ik, :

Wow to religion. Personally, I
viustify" the ' .rture simply on the grounds that any suffering on this
narth is trarnzient and thus a relatively minor natter. Enduring it
without losing faith is of course a virtue; exactl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>